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Setting Forms without a Base Plate 
 
It is possible to skip setting a base plate if you do a little pre planning at the time the footing or 
slab is poured. This is accomplished by wet setting full size connectors in the slab or footing wet 
concrete at 4ft. to 5ft. intervals. Set the connectors one half their height in the wet concrete 
leaving one half sticking out of the concrete. Make sure you have a good wall lines laid out while 
you position the connectors in the wet concrete. A good way to do this is to pull a string line 
from point to point and set the connectors on the edge of the string line. 

top of slab

insert connector halfway in concrete

 
 
When you return to set the forms chalk a line the same as you would to set a base plate. Take the 
ICF planks and insert the bottom connectors in the bottom side of the planks omitting the slots 
where the full size connectors that are in the slab will fit. If the full size connectors donôt exactly 
hit on a precut slot in the plank take a hot knife or saw and cut a slot in the plank to match the 
full size connector. Once you have your base form set all of the rest of the form setting is the 
same as if you had set a base plate. Except with this method the wet set connectors will hold the 
base of the form in place. If for any reason you did not get the connectors in the concrete 
properly aligned. Take a sharp flat edge scraper and scrap the connectors off flush with the slab 
and set a base plate. 
 
 
FAST TRACKING A MULITI STORY BUILDING 
 
 
Whenever erecting ICF forms on a multi story building it is well worth the time saved if you 
combine the interior framing work with the ICF walls. The simplest way to do this is to setup a 
temporary ribbon-bracing wall around the perimeter just like you would for a one-story wall. 
Except that you will need to stop the height of this wall at the bottom of the joist ledger. Also 
you do not need to use any diagonal braces. The floor joist will act as a brace. Complete all the 
interior walls to their correct plate heights. Then set all floor joists above permanently securing 
them in place on top of the interior wall partitions and temporarily fastening them on top of the 
temporary exterior ribbon partition. Leave the floor joist back the thickness of the ledger. This 
will allow you room to set the ledger on top of the ribbon wall plate. Permanently attach the 
ledger to the ends of the joist. Use joist hangers if required by code. Drill holes in the ledger for 
the anchor bolt to hold the ledger after the concrete is poured. Once the ledger is secure deck out 
the floor with sub floor sheeting materials. Now you have your floor above framed in place. And 
you have accomplished two items to expedite your job. One being you had to frame out the 
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interior walls and above floor anyway. And now you donôt have to worry about scaffolding to 
pour the walls. The above floor deck will be your walkway to pour from.  
Also as soon as the ICF wall is poured you are immediately ready to start the next floor walls.  
Note: Temporary Tee shores could be used in lieu of ribbon wall studs. 

cut a pocket out behind anchor bolts

joist

temp. ribbon wall stud

Muliti Story Fast Track Erection

Int. Wall
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Pouring off a 2nd floor deck 

Finishing the concrete from a 2nd Floor Deck  
 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 


